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FOREWORD 


The Second Bank-State Street ‘Trust Company believes its 
customers and other friends will approve of its decision to con- 
tinue the series of historical brochures which for years have been 
issued by one of its partners in consolidation — the State Street 
Trust Company. We trust that this, the thirty-ninth volume will 
prove an acceptable addition to the previous issues. 

This publication was “‘on the ways,” to use a nautical ex- 
pression, and it was felt it should be launched as originally 
scheduled. Our readers might care to give us their views as to 
how they consider our brochures as a means of creating good 
will for the institution which issues them. Any comments would 
be appreciated and would be helpful to us in deciding on future 
publications. 

We have chosen for this brochure the water colors of Benja- 
min Russell for the reason that they are not only especially 
artistic, but show accurately whale ships and their details as 
well as scenes depicting the chase and capture of whales. 

Another reason for this selection is that never before have 
Russell’s complete paintings been published in one volume, as 
far as we know. We hope that these colored pictures will be of 
interest to the people of New England whose ancestors sent ships 
from its many ports, and also to others who have a fondness for 
the sea and the maritime history of our nation in which Boston 
and New England have played such an important role. 

No attempt has been made to give any details of the whaling 
industry, nor to relate its progress since the first sight of this 
mammal from the decks of the Mayflower in 1620. While Cape 
Cod men were among the pioneers in whaling, activities later 
shifted to New Bedford and Nantucket, which became promi- 
nent in the industry. Today the chief base of operations has 
changed to Norway, although expeditions still go out from 


Great Britain, Japan, South Africa, the Netherlands and Russia 
to the whaling grounds of the Antarctic where most of the 
whales are now found. 

There are many books relating to this subject, but the one 
most widely read is ‘‘Moby Dick, or the White Whale,” written 
by Herman Melville, which has been quoted occasionally here. 
To those who are not familiar with this famous sea story, we can 
recommend it highly as a means of relaxation and mental escape 
to another era which had its hardships and dangers, but was- 
free from much of the tension and pressures of today’s business 
life. 
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T "FIIS, the thirty-ninth brochure in the series of historical publications 
of the State Street Trust Company is the first to be issued under the 
name of the SECOND BANK-STATE STREET TRUST COMPANY and 


we hope it will prove attractive and enjoyable to our friends. 


We shall be very happy if the pleasure derived from our brochures 
induces our readers to think favorably of the SECOND BANK-STATE 


STREET TRusT CoMpAny when the occasion arises for opening a new 
bank account, using our comprehensive foreign banking service, financing 
the purchase of an automobile or household appliances, or renting a safe 
deposit box at any of our six offices. We also have storage facilities for 
silverware and other bulky valuables at our Statler and Massachusetts 


Avenue offices. 


It may be that some of our readers are not aware of the fact that 
our Trust Department 1s qualified by experience to serve effectively as 
Agent in the handling of investments, as Trustee of Living Trusts, 
Pension and Profit Sharing Plans, Life Insurance Trusts, as Executor 


and Trustee under wills and in any other recognized trust capacity. 


It will be a pleasure to us to furnish to those interested detailed 


information in regard to any of the various services which we render. 


ALLAN FORBES, 
Co-Chairman, Advisory Committee 
Second Bank-State Street Trust Company 
Boston, 1955 


From a water color by D. & R. Beer 


WILLIAM RotcH’s CountTinc House 


This brick building was erected at the head of Straight Wharf in 1772 
by William Rotch, owner of many whaling ships. It was from this build- 
ing that the captains of the ships Dartmouth, Beaver and Eleanor received 
their orders before they sailed for England with cargoes of Nantucket 
whale oil. From England they sailed for Boston with tea for the famous 
“Boston ‘Tea Party.” 

The building is now owned by the Pacific Club, organized in 1854 by 
masters of ships formerly engaged in the whaling business in the Pacific 
Ocean. It has been the Customhouse for the port of Nantucket and was 
maintained until 1913. The third story is still used as the District Court 
Room. 


This caption was written by W. E. Chamberlain, Executive Director of the 
Boston Metropolitan Chapter, American Red Cross, and long a summer 
resident of Nantucket. 


BENJAMIN RUSSELL (1804-1885) 


Russell was regarded so affectionately that he was often 
Calecmeswncie by his many friends. He was a member of 
the well-known Russell family of New Bedford, many of whom 
devoted most of their lives to the development of the whaling 
industry both at sea and on shore. Their chief rivals were the 
Rotchs. ‘The subject of this booklet was born in 1804 and died 
at the age of eighty-one. He married Hannah Howland of 
Nantucket, and it is not surprising that Russell as a boy became 
interested in the whale ships that he saw arriving at and leaving 
port. 

F. W. H. Swift, a connoisseur of his water colors, explains 
that Russell at an early age first of all worked in the office of a 
whaling agent on Water Street and soon began to paint small 
whale ships for the boys and girls who happened to drop in to 
see him. He then attempted business, entering a ship chandlery 
shop in New Bedford; but he soon left to follow new lines. He 
was not prominent, however, as a business man, although he was 
at one time director of the Old Marine Bank. Even at these 
meetings he showed an aptitude for drawing and one of his 
hasty sketches showed the President of that institution seated at 
the head of the table on a cake of ice. Edmund Wood in an 
address before the Old Dartmouth Historical Society, of which 
he was the head, remarked that ‘‘this picture was said to be ex- 
ceedingly popular with certain disappointed applicants for dis- 
count.” It may be imagined that the picture did not long sur- 
vive, and probably the artist did not continue to serve as director. 

Charles D. Childs in an article in ‘“‘Antiques”’ described the 
painter in these terms: ‘‘Russell spent four years at sea in one of 
his father’s whalers, and this experience, with that gained along 
the waterfront of New Bedford, fitted him to paint with care and 
expert knowledge the vessels which were associated with New 


Bedford and whaling. Russell’s career as a marine painter 
began when he was nearing middle age, and continued into his 
SEVENUCS.s 

Benjamin Russell liked to sketch scenes along the wharves 
and on the ships themselves, thereby gaining a knowledge of 
their sails and the rigging. An authority stated that his work 
was noted especially for its accuracy, which can be so easily 
detected in these reproductions. He showed, moreover, great 
ability with color. 

The great disaster in the Arctic in 1871, when so many fine 
whale ships were lost in the ice, gave him the idea for several 
of his paintings, some of which show a similarity. His biographer, 
Edmund Wood, who had sailed on a whaling cruise, refers to 
Russell’s most ambitious work, a panoramic series of pictures 
of a whaling voyage carried out on a very large scale. This 
panorama was shown several times in various places in New 
Bedford and elsewhere. It was the property of Benjamin Cum- 
mings, a member of the Old Dartmouth Historical Society, 
where it was shown for some time. When it was unrolled a few 
years ago, it was found to be so worn and flimsy that it had to 
be thrown away. 
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Whale Ships and Whaling Scenes 


“NEW BEDFORD FIFTY YEARS AGO”? 
(About 1807) 


It was suggested by William H. Tripp, a prominent New 
Bedfordite, that this old print be included in our booklet for the 
reason that it shows the town much as it was in the days when 
the artist Benjamin Russell was so active in portraying many of 
the whale ships that carried on the leading industry of his time. 
Moreover, he may have gotten some inspiration from several 
of the owners of whalers shown in this cut. 

Some well-known citizens of this whaling port are shown 
in the picture. ‘The central figure is William Rotch, Sr. in the 
chaise which he imported from England, the only private 
carriage in the town. It was frowned upon as being too luxurious 
for the times. When this first chaise was purchased, the owner 
was about to take a drive in it, but, after a few minutes delibera- 
tion, decided it was too progressive, and would subject him to 
criticism, so for a time it was made use of only when he loaned 
it to invalids and funeral parties. Mr. Rotch is represented as 
negotiating for the load of hay brought to town by Caleb 
Sherman, who owned a farm on the outskirts, on the Dart- 
mouth Road. 

The large man in the center of Water Street is William 
Rotch, Jr., the leading merchant of New Bedford. ‘This Rotch 
was a descendant of Joseph Rotch, one of the earliest whaleship 
owners of the town. It is a curious fact that three Morgans not 
long ago married three Rotchs, three Rotchs married three 
Rodmans, and three Rodmans married three Motleys. Among 
other well-known New Bedford whaling families were the 
Hathaways, Swifts, Howlands, Stones, Delanos, Seaburys, 
Giffords, T'abers, Grinnells and Wings. The figure in conversa- 
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tion with William Rotch, Jr. represents Abraham Russell, son 
of the original Joseph Russell, who founded the town. The two 
men towards the left, shaking hands, are Captain Rowland R. 
Crocker and Samuel Rodman, the latter the owner of the 
famous whaler Maria, a model of which is on top of the wrought 
iron grille over one of the tellers’ windows at our State Street 
Office. Samuel Rodman was a son-in-law of William Rotch. 
The painter of this picture, William A. Wall, represents himself 
as the boy driver of the small cart, and one of the “‘steeds”’ is 
supposed to be Hon. George Howland, Jr., great-uncle of 
Llewellyn Howland, the owner of this particular print. ‘There 
are three ancestors of the late H. H. Hathaway and his brother, 
Thomas, in the picture, the former the previous owner of three 
Russell water colors shown in this brochure through the courtesy 
of his daughter-in-law. One of the three colored men is the 
Minister, Paul Cuffe. The scene is the corner ore yicammaaa 
Union Street) and Water Street, then and now one of the fore- 
most corners in New Bedford, four blocks east of the New Bed- 
ford Institution for Savings. ‘The fire engine Independence is 
decorated in celebration of “Engine Day.” 

The building in the left background, with the poplar trees 
in front, was the mansion of William Rotch, Sr. Next to the 
large building on the right, where the flag is hung, was the old 
market built in 1795 by Barnabas Russell for his son Joseph. 
The house shown faintly in the distance is on “‘Johnnycake Hill,” 
shown in another cut. 

Tradition says that the brick ends of the Rotch mansion 
were built by two elderly masons named East and West, each 
one of whom was familiarly known as “Daddy.” “Daddy East’ 
is said to have built the west end and ‘‘Daddy West’’ the east end. 


Peer ORVRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 


“PRIVATE SIGNALS OF THE WHALING VESSELS 
BEEONGING TO THE PORT OF NEW BEDFORD.” 


(As shown on pages following.) 


This print shows the flags of one hundred whaling merch- 
ants in New Bedford, many of the names being those of ancestors 
of important persons of today. ‘The ships owned by these firms 
are listed in small type. 

This picture is included because of its interest and also for 
the reason that eleven of the whalers listed here were chosen by 
Benjamin Russell for his subjects, and are therefore reproduced 
ietais brochure. These are: 


Arab FHlenry Taber FKutusoff 
Braganza Tonia Niger 
General Scott James Arnold Oriole 
Governor Troup President 


Most of these flags were familiar sights on the sea and in many 
ports of the world frequented by whale ships. 

Similar rare prints are owned by the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, the Old Dartmouth Historical Society and 
Whaling Museum, Llewellyn Howland, and others. 
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Private signals of the whaling vessels belonging to the port of New Bedford 
Published by Charles Taber & Co. 
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From a rare colored print owned by O. Kelley Anderson, President of the 
New England Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
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Signed Russell 1867 


THe Bark “Ionia,” Capt. Joun O. Norton, RETURNING FROM SEA. 


AS PORTRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 


THREE WATER COLORS 
Owned by 
Mrs. Lovertnc HATHAWAY 


These water colors signed by Russell were much admired by 
the friends of the late Horatio H. Hathaway of New Bedford 
and Dedham, and are now enjoyed by visitors to the home 
of his daughter-in-law, Mrs. Lovering Hathaway, in Dedham. 
Two are fine examples of whale ships. One shows the Bark 
Iona, Capt. John O. Norton, returning from sea. Flags are 
flying from all three of her mastheads presumably in celebration 
of her safe arrival home after a long cruise. The details of the 
rigging, for which Benjamin Russell was so noted, are especially 
fine. The Jonza was built at Duxbury in 1848 and sold to New 
York owners twenty-four years later. 

The second painting is well done but does not show quite 
Semm@euenecetail, Lhe title is “‘Unsuccessful. Taking up the 
Boats,” and on a metal plate on the frame are the words, ‘‘Whale 
Ship Obed Michell of New Bedford, Mass. 1845. Came from 
Nantucket.’? Upon investigation, William H. Tripp finds that 
feew@emessnould be spelled with a *“I”’ in spite of the caption. 
On one voyage, at least, her captain was a Coffin and her agent, 
Aaron Mitchell. The vessel is, of course, “hove to.” Her cap- 
tain was P. S. Wing, an important name in whaling circles. In 
1843 Nantucket owned its record number of whalers, eighty- 
eight, and in the boom year of American whaling sixteen 
vessels cleared from that port. The last ship sailed out in 18069. 

As this whaler originally hailed from Nantucket it might 
not be considered too inappropriate to include a song written 
by Melville, which a Nantucket sailor sang in a play aboard ship: 


Our captain stood upon the deck, 
A spy-glass in his hand, 

A viewing of those gallant whales 
That blew at every strand. 


J Msec 
wt 7 ¥ 


WHALE SHIPS AND WHALING SCENES 


1869 


Signed Russell 
TAKING Up THE Boats — WHALE Sup “Osep MicHELL” or New Beprorp, Mass., 1845 


UNSUCCESSFUL. 


AS PORTRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 


Oh, your tubs in your boats, my boys, 

And by your braces stand, 

And we'll have one of those fine whales, 

Hand, boys, over hand! 

So, be cheery, my lads! may your hearts never fail! 
While the bold harpooner is striking the whale! 


The third picture shows the — 


DESTRUCTION OF WHALE SHIPS OFF CAPE THADDEUS, 
Arctic OcEAN, JUNE 23, 1865, 
By THE Conr. “StmM.” SHENANDOAH 
(June 23 may be the 25th, as last numeral is indistinct.) 


The Shenandoah was the last and, at least from the whaler’s 
point of view, the most important of the Confederate cruisers 
during our Civil War. This vessel, originally named the Sea 
King, was built on the Clyde by Stevens & Co. and was com- 
paratively new when purchased by Confederate agents in Eng- 
land. Captain James I. Waddell was placed in command with 
instructions to raid and sink any Northern whale ships. On 
arrival at Ascension Island early in April, 1865, he found and 
captured three American whalers. Near the Behring Strait 
waters between the 27th of May and the end of June, twenty- 
four more vessels were taken and most of them were burned or 
scuttled. According to one list of ships captured by the Shenan- 
doah there were thirty-eight in all, twenty-nine whalers and 
nine merchantmen. 


The whalers shown in Russell’s painting are the following: 


Brig Susan Abigail Ship William Thompson 
Ship Euphrates Ship Sophia Thornton 
Ship Jireh Swift Ship Mzlo 


Cornelius E. Hunt, who was an officer on board the Shenandoah 
at that time, gives a list of the ships destroyed but the dates of 
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1874 


Signed B. Russell 


DeEsTRUCTION OF WHALE SHips OFr Cape THADDEUS, 
Arctic OcEAN, JUNE 23, 1865, 


.? SHENANDOAH 
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By THE C 


AS PORTRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 


the sinkings do not coincide with the date given in the caption 
of this picture as they are recorded as of the 22nd, 24th and 25th 
of the month. Several ships hailed from Boston but most of 
them were from New Bedford. The Milo, the General Pike and 
several others were ransomed (but never paid for) and brought 
back many of the crews. 

A few days after the date of this illustration was a big day 
for the Shenandoah as ten whalers fell prey to her. This scene of 
boats adrift, yards, sails and cordage floating in the water, was a 
Gi-m@iammone.sexcept to the southerners, who referred to it as a 
‘splendid, firey ruin.”’ 

Hunt was so impressed by the fine character of the captains 
that he wrote this paragraph: ‘“‘I must say that American whalers 
are officered by some of the noblest, most high-minded and 
generous men belonging to the great brotherhood of seamen.”’ 
The picture on page 30 shows what a distinguished looking lot 
of men they were who captained the vessels of the Stone Fleet 
described later in this volume. 

The war had ended but Captain Waddell did not learn of 


this fact until about the first of August. The Shenandoah now 
had no government to fight for. 


Both of the water colors reproduced on the following pages were in the 
collection of the late Charles H. Taylor and are now owned by his son of 
the same name. Mr. Taylor, Senior, was an expert in collecting ship pic- 
tures, and his son is also much interested. 
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1874 


Signed B. Russell 
Photographed by The Snap Shop, Nantucket 


Supe “Nicer,” THomas H. Hatiett, Master. Bounp IN. 


Courtesy of W. N. Long, Nantucket Whaling Museum 
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AS PORTRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 
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The original of this picture hangs on the walls of the quaint 
and attractive Nantucket Whaling Museum. The Niger, a New 
Bedford vessel which attracted the attention of several other 
artists as well, was owned in 1866 by William Hathaway, Jr., a 
name well known in New Bedford and elsewhere, and was under 
the command of Jacob L. Cleaveland. After an extended voy- 
age of about four years she changed hands, coming into the 
possession of ‘Taber, Gordon & Co., one of the leading whaling 
firms of New Bedford. On her next voyage, under Captain 
Charles Grant, the second mate, C. W. Swain, was drawn 
down and drowned by being caught by a foul line which was 
attached to a whale. The ship was abandoned as unseaworthy 
in 1997, 


wt 15 Kee 


WHALE SHIPS AND WHALING SCENES 


Unsigned 


oe 

3 

a 

=) 

= 

%S 

8 

= 
Sie 
~~ 
sé 
SS 
on” 
fuss 
Soe 
Sn 
o£ 8 
A §-3 
6 0 

nS 
One 

A 

=e SS 
Bot 
eis = 
GAA 
noes 
n &O 

n S 
Ss 
aoe 
aS 
a Ss 
a ite 
AG 

= 
ee 

~ 
SS 
2S 
ae 
ner: 

= 

S 

7 

3 

Ss 

) 


AS PORTRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 


BAKKE PROGRESS,” CAPT. JAMES DOWDEN 
(Block Island outline is shown in the background at right) 


The date of this water color, undoubtedly done by 
Benjamin Russell, cannot be ascertained, but this artist had, 
of course, followed the unusual career of this whale ship and 
consequently chose her for one of his subjects. 

The Progress was purchased for the so-called Stone Fleet, 
mentioned later in this brochure. ‘The Government, however, 
found her to be in such good condition that it was decided not to 
sink her, whereupon she was sailed back to New Bedford and sent 
again in quest of whales under Captain James Dowden, her 
agent being W. O. Brownell. 

This whaler formed an interesting connecting link between 
the Stone Fleet expedition and the abandonment of whalers in 
the Arctic Ocean at Point Belcher ten years later, for she was 
one of the seven vessels to save 1219 men, women and children 
stranded in the ice at that time. To the Progress were assigned 
221 persons, in addition to her regular crew, to bring home. 
This noted “‘blubber hunter” (as whalers were often called) is 
shown in one of the five prints depicting that devastating disaster. 
Her Captain, James Dowden, received a testimonial, a photo- 
graph of which is included here. It hangs near the picture of 
the Progress in the Old Dartmouth Historical Socicty. 

One of the vessels, the Minerva, that was caught in the ice at 
the time of this disaster, was found the following year, the only 
ship that had not sunk in the meantime, and to the surprise of 
the discoverers one lone emaciated seaman was found on board, 
but scarcely alive. It is interesting to find that the Minerva was 
sailed back to New Bedford and is mentioned in the records as 
having made one or more whaling voyages about the year 1876 
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under the same James Dowden. In one of these voyages she 
brought back 39,836 pounds of whalebone. 

The Progress continued to make history, but Russell did not 
live long enough to see the final stage of her eventful career. 
In 1893 she was completely refitted as if for a whaling voyage 
and was towed by way of the St. Lawrence River to Chicago, 
where she was exhibited at the World’s Fair. Her arm chest 
contents, musket, pistols, powder flasks and other curios went 
to the Peabody Museum. The last heard of her was some years 
ago when she was left to rot in the sands of the lake at South 
Chicago, where a fire later burned her to the water’s edge. 

Before being chosen as one of the ill-fated Stone Fleet, the 
Progress, under her former name of Charles Phelps, whaled from 
Stonington, Connecticut as early as 1842. 

No other whaler ever had as interesting a history, although 
the Charles W. Morgan, at the Mystic Seaport in Connecticut, 
has had a longer existence and will continue to be an interesting 
reminder of the whaling days. 
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This testimonial hangs near the Benjamin Russell water color of the 
whaler Progress in the Old Dartmouth Historical Society. 
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Wie won SCENE WITH UNKNOWN VESSELS 


Many persons were occupied on land in making casks, 
cordage, blocks and other equipment for whaling voyages. 
Whale oil was used in making candles and also as an illuminant 
in whale oil lamps similar to those on the customers’ tables at our 
State Street Office. Harpoons and lances also were turned out. 
‘These implements had to be very sharp, so sharp that Melville 
in his book describes Queequeg as being able to shave with a 
harpoon. It has been shown by the records of one James Durfee, 
a veteran harpoon maker of New Bedford, that between the years 
1828 and 1868 he made and sold 58,517 harpoons, and he was 
only one of eight or ten manufacturers of whaling implements 
in that single port. 

One of the most interesting and authentic stories of whaling 
days concerns Captain Paddock, probably from Nantucket, who 
in 1802 struck a whale which escaped with his iron. In 1815, 
thirteen years later, by a strange turn of events the Captain 
killed the same whale and recovered his lost weapon. 
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Unsigned 


Havinc A Gam —No WHALEs IN SIGHT 
Courtesy of Mrs. Arthur G. Luce and Miss Esther H. Luce, New Bedford, Massachusetts 
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fe eV LIN Gea Gee 
No Whales in Sight 


The whaleman’s gam was the forerunner of the cocktail 
party of today. Herman Melville describes a gam in rather 
choicer words; he speaks of it as ‘‘A social meeting of two (or 
more) Whaleships, generally on a cruising-ground; when, after 
exchanging hails, they exchange visits by boats’ crews; the two 
captains remaining, for the time, on board of one ship, and the 
The importance of the gam in 
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two chief mates on the other.’ 
the life of a whaleman is shown by the naming of a book ‘The 
Gam,” containing a collection of whaling stories written by 
Captain Charles Henry Robbins, himself a well-known whaling 
captain. He refers to a gam as an opportunity to “‘match stories.”’ 
He speaks of a boatsteerer who in a tight situation amusingly 
shouted out to a man in a stove-in boat, ‘“‘Better have paid 
your wash-woman.” 

The author of this book also recalls the well-known saying 
“Td ruther gam for fifteen minutes than slush the mast for 
fifteen weeks,” and most people would think the same. Still 
another whaling authority, J. R. Spears, quotes a song which 
was a favorite at a gam. Nantucket is supposed to have brought 
forth this song, which, though mentioned previously in our 
publications, seems worthy of repetition here: 


I asked a maiden by my side, 
Who sighed and looked at me forlorn, 
‘“‘Where is your heart?”’ She quick replied, 
‘Round Cape Horn.” 


I said, “Vl let your father know,” 
To boys in mischief on the lawn; 
They all replied, ‘““Then you must go 

"Round Cape Horn.” 
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In fact, I asked a little boy 
If he could tell where he was born; 
He answered, with a mark of joy, 
‘“°’Round Cape Horn.” 


‘“Gamming”’ was thoroughly enjoyed and gave the crews a 
chance to swap experiences, and many a weird, sorrowful, or 
wonderful story must have been related. Of course exchanges 
of visits were made only, as in this picture, when no whales 
were in sight. | 

After several rounds of grog, imagination came into play 
and tales of sea serpents and possibly mermaids were undoubted- 
ly recounted at length. At a cocktail party in Boston, termed a 
‘“‘“oam,”’ one of the place cards read: 


The mermaid likes her daily ride, 

Tis a pity she can’t sit astride, 

The question is, which side the whale, 
She shall put her silvery scale. 


Of course the question of Jonah, jokingly called the ‘‘first 
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whaler,”’ or the “Great Emetic,” must have oftensentercasm1o 
the discussions, for in hunting unsuccessfully for whales there 
must have been occasions when one among the crew might have 
been pointed to as a “Jonah” to account for the streak of bad 
luck. It is more than likely that several of the whalemen had 
read something about this much-talked-about prophet and 
undertook to enlarge upon the familiar story. Many questions 
were undoubtedly asked. Why did he sail to ‘Varshish when he 
should have proceeded to Nineveh? How did it happen that 
an obliging whale stood ready to receive him, when we some- 
times scout the Pacific, Atlantic and Arctic Oceans without 
seeing a sign of one? How did this “‘original whaler,” as he has 
been called, crawl down the small throat of his carrier? Did he 


finally save Nineveh? How was the prophet fed? 


The following two companion water colors reproduced here are in Mrs. Edna 
D. Clark’s Shop, Antiques, 38-44 North Water Street, New Bedford, 


Massachusetts. 
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Signed B. Russell 


This picture shows two boats attacking whales. 


Courtesy of Mrs. Edna D. Clark 


AS PORTRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 


wiEW OF THE STONE FLEET 
(as reproduced on the following page) 


Which Sailed from New Bedford, November 16, 15617 


The picture shows one of the chief historical events of New 
Bedford, which occurred in 1861, when the famous Stone Fleet 
sailed from that port. Stephen ‘Thomas in his “‘Critical History 


99 


of American Whaling Prints” gives to Benjamin Russell the 
Cltivemerediteior this picture. It was at least made from his 
drawing. The United States government decided to purchase 
some old ships and sink them in the channels of the harbors 
of Charleston and Savannah, to prevent blockade running dur- 
moeimmemeivue var. I. H. Bartlett & Sons supervised their 
purchase, and Captain Rodolphus N. Swift was the general 
agent. Bartlett purchased some of the old whalers for as small a 
price as thirty-one hundred and fifty dollars, some of them 
having more cement than wood in their hulls. ‘To James Duddy, 
a teamster, fell the task of supplying the seventy-five hundred 
tons of stones with which to fill the vessels, and many a New 
Bedford stone wall now lies at the bottom of southern harbors. 
Captain Rodney French, who afterwards became Mayor of 
New Bedford, was selected as commander of the fleet, and on 
Thanksgiving Day most of New Bedford assembled on the 
wharves and saw sixteen of her once famous fleet, which had 
for years been the floating homes of its seamen, sail forth never 
to return. It must have been a very sad day for the city, and 
it may be said that this event marked the beginning of the 
decline of the industry at New Bedford. 
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One captain insisted upon washing the decks of his ship 
every morning, using pulverized stones instead of sand, and 
another, to give the fleet a warlike appearance, mounted a 
formidable “Quaker”? gun, made from a section of a spar. 

A second fleet sailed later in the year, making forty-five 
vessels in all. Although the expedition cost the government 
about a quarter of a million dollars, its success was only tempo- 
rary. [he captain of the Alabama swore vengeance on New Bed- 
ford and destroyed or captured every whaler he could find, 
and New Bedford received a large share of the Alabama awards 
that were made after the war. 


A picture of the captains of the Stone Fleet appears on the following page 
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Peo RAGANZA” EXCHANGING SIGNALS 


It is difficult to understand why William T. Russell so 
named this whaler, but it is easy to realize that the artist selected 
it for one of his subjects as she would seem to be one of the finest 
of her type. Possibly a Duke of Braganza had visited the owner 
of the Braganza at New Bedford, or else might have invested in 
some shares in this ship, which was the customary way of financ- 
ing construction, or possibly he may have purchased some 
‘lays’ in her success. ‘The title of Duke of Braganza was borne 
by the eldest sons of the kings of Portugal and members of this 
family were rulers of Portugal from 1640 until 1807, when 
Napoleon declared the throne vacant. At that time the reigning 
Braganza transferred his court to Brazil. When he later regained 
the throne of Portugal, he left his son, Peter, as regent of Brazil. 
That country established its independence in 1822 with Peter 
as Emperor. In 1826 the latter succeeded his father as King 
of Portugal but resigned the crown to his daughter. With the 
abolishment of the monarchy in Portugal in 1911, the House of 
Braganza was banished forever from Portugal. A Braganza 
reigned in Brazil until 1889 when the republic was proclaimed 
and the Emperor was deposed and exiled. Possibly the romantic 
history of this family was known to William Russell and prompt- 
ed him to give the name to one of his ships. 

Referring to the “Exchanging signals” part of the caption 
one of our informants on this subject, Mr. ‘Tripp of the Old 
Dartmouth Historical Society, explains that most whale ships 
had a signal system when on the whaling grounds to notify the 
small boats as to the location of any whales, so that the crews 
could detect the mammals easier from the crow’s nest. In this 
way it was possible to indicate as to whether whales were ahead, 
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abeam or astern; they also would signal whether their prey had 
“sounded,” or gone under, or whether they had ‘“‘breached,”’ 
or risen to the surface. One custom often used was to drop the 
jib, or to run the jib up and down, indicating whether the whales 
were below or above the surface. Still another signal was to 
take in the spanker, which would mean that he had gone down 
astern of the ship. It is interesting to learn that the different 
codes were quite secret so that any cruising vessels would not 
learn of the whereabouts of the whales. 

The house flag was of course flown from the main mast when 
the ship was entering or leaving port, as can be seen on the 
Henry Taber shown in another reproduction. 

It is believed that in one case at least, when the Essex had 
been fatally stoven in by a whale, a blue flag was flown from 
each of the three mastheads as a signal for the three small boats 
to return at once to their vessel. In this well-known case the 
Essex soon sank, forcing the crews to search for land; most of the 
men died of starvation, thirst and hardship. 


WHALE SHIPS AND WHALING SCENES 


nnn ee aEEEE ETSI penssesenmmmmnmnsinenirissucananennnnnan Tala: 


Unsigned 


Bark “OrioLeE” oFF Point BARRow, ARCTIC OCEAN 
Courtesy of Old Dartmouth Historical Society and Whaling Museum (Gift of Mrs. Lucy Mendell Stratton) 
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Peo ORIOLE” OFF POINT BARROW, 
Ane Pee OChAN 


The Oriole originally hailed from Fairhaven, a neighboring 
town of New Bedford, situated just across an arm of Buzzard’s 
Bay. She was one of the unfortunate vessels that was “‘stove in” 
Dymetestce flocs in the Arctic in the year 1871, but does not 
appear in any of the five prints we have seen depicting that 
incident. She made several successful voyages. 

Mrs. Jean M. Lambertt, a member of the household of 
the author’s daughter who is familiar with the encyclopedia, 
sends these facts in regard to the bird, the oriole, which seem 
partly to explain the reason the owners of the vessel chose this 
name: 


This bird is a distinct success as a bird —he is superlatively 
handsome — he comports himself with the ease and confidence of 
a Prince. Their nests express remarkable skill and craftsmanship, 
being hammock-like, gray colored and a logical domicile for a 
creature who doesn’t care a fig for the law of gravitation, and never 
heard of Sir Isaac Newton. Many birds try to copy them but do 
not have the intelligence the oriole displays. In short, he seems to 
be an aristocrat. 
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SEAMEN’S BETHEL 
On Johnnycake Fill, New Bedford, Massachusetts 


This interesting chapel, together with the Mariners’ Home, 
both managed by the New Bedford Port Society, are situated 
almost directly back of the Old Dartmouth Historical rooms, 
and the many visitors to the latter institution, with its interest- 
ing whaling relics, are apt to wander up the hill to inspect this 
building and its quaint interior. 

A tablet on one side of the entrance doomiieler miami 14 
Bethel and its Chaplain, Rev. Charles S. ‘Thurber, now in his 
ninety-first year, who has his permanent residence in the nearby 
Mariners’ Home. 

The other tablet has this wording, ‘“‘Seamen’s Bethel — ‘The 
Whaleman’s Chapel of Melville’s Moby Dick.” Within can be 
seen a number of tablets, placed there to the memory of seamen 
who lost their lives by accidents, illness or death while on whaling 
cruises. A full model of a rigged ship serves as a weather vane. 

When about to depart on voyages many of the whalemen 
attended services in the Bethel and it was customary for the 
congregation, led by the Pastor, to sing the following hymn: 


The ribs and terrors in the whale, 
Arched over me a dismal gloom. 

While all God’s sun-lit waves rolled by, 
And left me deepening down to doom. 


I saw the opening maw of hell, 
With endless pains and sorrows there; 
Which none but they that feel can tell 
Oh, I was plunging to despair. 


In black distress, I called my God, 
When I could scarce believe Him mine, 
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Courtesy of William H. Tripp, President of the New Bedford Port Society, 
and Curator of the Old Dartmouth Historical Society and Whaling Museum 
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He bowed His ear to my complaints — 
No more the whale did me confine. 


With speed He flew to my relief, 
As on a radiant dolphin borne, 
Awful, yet bright, as lightning shone 
The face of my Deliverer God. 


My song forever shall record 
That terrible, that joyful hour; 
I give the glory to my God, 
His all the mercy and the power. 

There was a weekly paper called ‘“‘Whalemen’s Shipping 
List’? which gave the reports of the whale ships and the whaling 
news. It has been said that New Bedford fathers gave whales 
for dowers to their daughters, and that they had reservoirs of oil 
in their attics to burn on gala occasions. 

Herman Melville visited this Bethel before sailing on his 
whaling voyage to the South Seas in the Peguod, and one of 
his chapters in ‘‘Moby Dick’’ describes his impressions, which in 
some cases make use of a writer’s license. ‘This Bethel was 
dedicated in May of 1832 under the pastorate of Rev. Enoch 
Mudge. It was unveiled by George O. Baker, the oldest whaling 
captain alive, who had gone to sea at the age of thirteen. On 
his first voyage as commander, his vessel was captured and 
burned by the Shenandoah, a scene shown in another illustration. 

The Mariners’ Home, to be seen in the picture at theright, 
was formerly the mansion of William Rotch, Jr., which he built 
Wal Tite 

It would seem as if the imaginative Spouter Inn, which 
Herman Melville mentions as the Inn where the uncouth 
and strange Queequeg spent such a disagreeable night, might 
be placed figuratively near the Bethel. 
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Courtesy of William H. Tripp, President of the New Bedford Port Society, 
and Curator of the Old Dartmouth Historical Society and Whaling Museum 


ATTRACTIVE AND SIMPLE INTERIOR OF THE SEAMEN’S BETHEL, 
ON JOHNNYCAKE Hii, In New BEpForD, MASSACHUSETTS 


In his book Herman Melville described the pulpit as a very 
lofty one, made to represent the prow of a whale ship, entrance 
being by means of a rope ladder which was hauled up after the 
pastor had reached his post. 

The bust shown here is that of Rev. Enoch Mudge, the 
first chaplain of the Bethel from 1832 to 1843, the ‘Father 
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Mapple”’ of ‘Moby Dick,”’ and the framed photographs nearest 
to the bust are of him and Mrs. Mudge. 

The Kirkwood tablet is at the right of the pulpit, directly 
behind the State flag. 

The ‘‘Blue Peter” flag was flown at the masthead on the 
day a ship was to sail. 


‘THE FOLLOWING SIX TABLETS have been selected by William 
H. Tripp as the most interesting among those placed on the walls 
of the Seamen’s Bethel in New Bedford) “Miassacimicer an 
memory of the men who lost their lives in various ways while on 


whaling voyages. 
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EDWARD LAFFRAY 


Sees 


in the Ochotuk Ses. 
——— oe —— 


the De ficered! crew of the 
GIDEON HOWLAND 
ASA Glen of respect to 
SIMEON N. BATES, 
of Sandwich Mass, 
1*t officer of the ship, 
who died July18.1839, ZE. a. 
- And 
“WARREN WILBE 2 . 
_ -,of New-Bedford, | 
whd aied Aug. 14, 1839.4 21, 


Had betes cailer Chie bevenad? 
What is the course you steer? 
Lifes various poribsapress you srosaneel, 
Dangers and death are near. 
Meow come about with teady hetan, 
Thy compass eye wi hh care: . 
Thy pote-star watch inheatenasretm. EY 
With faith end humble prayer. ot 
Truths light keep on the starbeardben | | 
Which shines so bright and ever: if 
The spirits breese és blowing new, 
Fair for the port of heaven. 
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Mitchell | of ON antueket 
This worthy man, 
after fastning to a whale, 
was carried overboard by 
the line,and drowned 
May 19% 1844, 
in the 49% Year of his age. 


Be ye also ready: far é doe Buch an hour ae ye 
think pot. the Sar of preiare were. 
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ERECTED 
by the Capt.0fficers & Crew 
of the Ship Crystal Palace 
In memory of | 
NATHAN M BASSETT 
of Yarmouth Mass. 
who Died of Cholera in Calcutta] 
River, March 16 1836; | 
Aged 20 Years : 
also 
W? COOCINS 
of New Bedford who was lostat 
Sea in Lat.47,,308.Lon.173,,20W. 
Aged 19 Years. 
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Tye WipELyY KNown WHALEMAN STATUE ON THE LAWN OF 
THE FREE Pusiic Lisrary, NEw BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS. 
DEDICATED IN 1913. 


The slogan on the front of this bronze memorial quotes 
the last line expressed by Captain Ahab, Master of the Pequod 
in Herman Melville’s ‘Moby Dick.’’ The rest of this conversa- 
tion is worded as follows: 

‘‘What do ye do when ye see a whale, men?” 
‘Sing out for him,”’ responds the clubbed chorus. 
“And what do ye next, men: 

‘*Lower away and after him!’ 

“And what tune isit ye pull’to) mien: 

°°A dead whale or a stove boat!’ 

Hon. William W. Crapo, then the first citizen of New Bed- 
ford, and an ancestor of the late Mrs. Charles W. Whittier of 
Milton and her son, Ross Whittier, in making the offer of this 
memorial to the city wrote to Mayor Charles $. Ashley, and 
one sentence of his letter is transcribed on the reverse of the 
background slab. It reads: ‘“‘In honor of the whalemen whose 
skill, hardihood, and daring brought fame and fortune to New 
Bedford and made its name known in every seaport on the 
globe.” 

The well-known Bela L. Pratt was chosen as the sculptor and 
before starting on the work he declared he must have a real boat- 
steerer, a man who had himself been long familiar with the 
harpoon. ‘The well-known whaling firm of J. & W. R. Wing 
Company of that city was consulted and it was recommended 
that Richard Lewis McLachlan, who had served for ten years 
as a boatsteerer and then as mate for that firm, be chosen as 
the model. Accordingly, he posed for Mr. Pratt in the rooms 
of the Old Dartmouth Historical Society, taking his position 
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Tue Wowr_ty KNown WHALEMAN STATUE ON THE LAWN OF THE FREE 
Pusuc Lisrary, New Breprorp, MassAcHusetTts. DepicaTep IN 1913. 


Courtesy of Laurence G. Hill, Librarian, Free Public Library, New Bedford, 
Massachusetts 
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in the bow of the genuine whaleboat still on exhibition in its 
rooms, and one that had seen service. The boatsteerer then 
came to Boston to sit for the artist. 

McLachlan on his first whaling voyage in 1885, made on 
the Rainbow, met with disaster and the vessel was lost off Cape 
‘Thaddeus. 

At the unveiling of the statue, among the invited guests was 
Captain Thomas H. Jenkins of South Dartmouth, who com- 
manded the Kathleen of New Bedford, which was sunk by a 
monster whale in mid-Atlantic as late as 1902. ‘The trials of 
the four boat crews in their efforts to reach land, or help, are de- 
scribed in a booklet written by the Captain himself. As Mrs. 
Jenkins and her parrot were being lowered into the fourth whale 
boat, the Captain wrote, the bird swore that “he would be 
damned if he’d ever go to sea again,’’ and he probably never 
did. A vessel from Glasgow, by good fortune, picked up three 
of the whaleboats, but the fourth was obliged to’ go over a 
thousand miles to the Barbadoes. ‘This nicely painted scene of 
the Kathleen is in the ‘Trust Department at our State Street Office. 

Naturally there have been suggestions about this whaleman 
statue and perhaps an occasional criticism. One visiting old 
whaleman was heard to remark that the model should be wear- 
ing a shirt. He amused the bystanders by remarking: ‘“‘Who 
ever saw a whaleman without a shirt? Ive been whaling for 
thirty years and have made twenty voyages, and J never saw 
a boatsteerer with his shirt off.’’ ‘‘Where did you go whaling?” 
he was asked. ‘‘Mostly in the Arctic,’’ was the reply. 


The following eighteen pictures are in the Francis R. Hart 
collection of M.I.T. and were formerly in the collection of the 
author. 
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Bark “Aras,” Capt. F. P. Cott, Bound To SEA 


lly hailed from New London, 
She was condemned in 1871. 
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Buzzard’s Bay, prcceeding to sea. 
Connecticut, and is reported as having sailed on a whaling cruise to the Pacific in 1867. 
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See | AMES ARNOLD” 


This full-rigged ship made many voyages, the first one to 
the Pacific in 1853 and another in 1857. In 1862 she sailed to 
the Atlantic grounds, made another voyage there in 1864 and 
again went to the Pacific in 1866 and 1869. She met with fairly 
good fortune on her whaling cruises. She was owned by the 
well-known whaling firm of Henry ‘Taber & Co., later con- 
ducted under the changed name of ‘Taber, Gordon & Co. 
The flag on the foremast is the red, white and blue house flag 
of the agents of the vessel. Dumpling Rock Light is shown in 
the distance. 
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Bark “ANDREW Hicks”, Carr. Ot1s HAMBLEN, AT SEA. 
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aoe ive k ANDREW HICKS” 


This vessel hailed from Westport, Massachusetts. Starbuck 
in his “History of the American Whale Fishery’’ included a 
note from the “‘New Bedford Shipping-List”’ stating that Captain 
Hamblen while on this whaler in 1871 captured a cachalot and 
attached to him was an iron, belonging to the Catawba of Nan- 
tucket, which had been sunk in this whale twenty years prev- 
iously — rather an uncomfortable article to carry for such a 
long time. Curiously enough, this was the second time this same 
captain had recovered a lost harpoon from this ship. 

It might be well to point out that only one whaleboat is 
carried on the starboard side aft, for the reason that space must 
be left for lowering the stage to cut in the whale when brought 
alongside. ‘Three boats are usually hung on the port side, one 
ahead of the other, another one or perhaps two being placed 
bottom up just above the deck. 

The artist has shown here two stunsails, not usually flown 
on whalers. 

Some of Russell’s water colors are not signed but are easy 
to recognize chiefly on account of the formation of the waves 


and their coloring. 
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See KUTUSOFF” AND “FACTOR” 
Sperm Whaling off Lord Howe’s Island 


Benjamin Russell shows here a lively scene, with probably 
much rivalry, of eight boat crews attacking a shoal of whales, 
seven of which are to be seen in this interesting picture. ‘The 
hutusof, at the left, made several successful voyages, bringing 
back a great deal of whalebone, then so valuable. The Factor, 
at right, of Poughkeepsie, New York, made a voyage from 
New Bedford as early as 1844 and was condemned three years 
later at Tahiti. 
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ScHOONER “W. D. MAncan 


As PORTRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 


SeQONER: “W. Do MANGAM’” 


Benjamin Russell devoted himself almost exclusively to 
painting whale ships, nevertheless he thought it well to add to 
his collection at least two schooners, probably for the reason 
that he knew these particular vessels, their captains, or owners. 
They are fair examples of a schooner of that period. ‘The 
Mangam was a centerboard schooner owned in New Bedford, 
but built at Taunton, Massachusetts in 1852. 


WHALE SHIPS AND WHALING SCENES 


Signed Russell 


Hever 


Bark “PRESIDENT”, Capt. BENJN. GiFForD, SPERM WHALING 


P& 
nn 
Oo 

nic 


AS PORTRAYED BY BENJAMIN RUSSELL 
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Another lively scene with three boats out attacking whales. 


There were several ‘‘Presidents,’’ one registered at Nan- 
tucket and one at Westport, Massachusetts, but the subject of 
this picture probably hailed from New Bedford. She made a 
number of voyages in the earlier days and was sold to this last 
port in 1846. She was owned at times by Samuel Rodman, Jr. 
and the Russell firm, and went on a whaling voyage under 
command of one of the well-known Howlands. A whale at the 
left is seen “‘breaching’’ and another one ‘“‘sounding.’? Some 
exciting races have been recorded, almost as exciting as a Har- 
vard-Yale boat race, when two whaleboat crews contended for 
a whale as the prize, valued at three to four thousand dollars. 

The captions done by Benjamin Russell are drawn in 
identical and rather unusual type, making it easier to identify 
his pictures. 
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DAR KLE NRYe ABER 
Cap. Timy C. Packard, Bound in from Sea 


This vessel, with all sail set, is evidently in haste to reach 
her home port, the signals perhaps announcing her success on 
the whaling grounds. As Captain Timothy C. Packard was in 
command in 1868 it is safe to say that this water color was done 
about that time. Captain Frederick S. Howland was in charge 
of her five years previously. 

Her owners were Henry Taber & Co., one of the leading 
firms in the industry. During her career a few accidents occurred, 
one being occasioned when a whale, after being struck by the 
harpooner, turned on one of her boats and sank it. It is recorded 
that in one instance a seaman actually spent a night on a dead 
whale before being rescued. 

This bark was one of the thirty-four whalers lost in the ice 
floes in the Arctic in 1871. 

Several authenticated and amusing stories of whaling voy- 
ages might be introduced here. Captain Frederick Fish, father 
of the late Frederick P. Fish and Charles H. Fish, of Boston, 
was one of the best known and most respected of the whaling 
captains sailing out of New Bedford. He commanded _ the 
Montreal and the Columbus when only twenty-two years old, 
made nine voyages around the world, and was one of the most 
successful whalers of his day. Captain Fish was an excellent 
story teller, and a yarn has been handed down in connection 
with one of his cruises. ‘The voyage had been very unsuccessful, 
and as he was looking over his chart he tossed his dividers down 
in a disgruntled manner, and by accident they chanced to stick 
in the chart. He then conceived the novel idea of sailing to the 
very place where his instrument happened to land, and curiously 
enough he was rewarded by a very large catch. 
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Once when one of his whaleboats had been overturned by 
a fighting whale, Captain Fish hurried to the assistance of the 
crew, who were struggling in the water, and to his amazement 
he found two of them squabbling over the ownership of a pair 
of old shoes! 

Llewellyn Howland adds an interesting tale concerning 
Captain Fish. ‘‘One evening, after a meeting in Boston, Mr. 
Frederick P. Fish and I shared the same cab on our way home to 
Brookline. In the course of conversation I congratulated him 
on his success in life, both as a lawyer and a man. Sighing, he 
replied: ‘Success — yes — as a lawyer but, I shall never know 
as to being a man —as my father did; for once in the Indian 
Ocean he hung on, all night, to the plug-strap of a capsized 
whaleboat with one hand and supported the only surviving 
member of the boat’s crew with the other until they were rescued 
by the ship the following forenoon. After that father knew he 


was a man.” 
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This attractive whaler was painted about the year 1862 
while under the command of E. R. Ashley, a member of the 
important Ashley family of New Bedford. She was owned or 
managed for a number of years by the well-known ship mer- 
chant E. C. Jones of that city. 

In 1859 a larger part of the crew mutinied and deserted. 

It is of interest to learn that in 1872 she was sold to Boston 
interests, probably serving from then on as a merchantman. It 
is perhaps surprising that, according to Alexander Starbuck, 
a very great authoritv on whale ships, fifty-one whalers were from 
Boston, many being schooners bent on whaling. Others from 
Massachusetts were Mattapoisett 42; Provincetown 111; Salem 
26; Plymouth, Falmouth and Orleans 6 each; Gloucester 5; 
Lynn 5; Newburyport 4; Dorchester 4; Beverly 2 and Marble- 
head, Wareham and Duxbury each 1. 

During 1707 a Boston paper stated that a whale forty feet 
long entered the harbor and was killed near Noddle’s Island, 
now known as East Boston, and another interesting record 1s 
contained in a letter written in 1/724 by the Hon. Paul Dudley, 
who mentions that he has just received a note from a Mr. Atkins 
of Boston, who was one of the first to go hunting for sperm 
whales. ‘here were many whale ships mentioned in the Boston 
records, although usually fitting out and sailing from other 
neighboring ports. 
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CLOSE COMPANY 
A Whaler and Two Schooners 


Many writers have liked to mention the King of the Seas, 


and one author, Milton, described one in these lines: 
‘Here leviathan, 
Hugest of living creatures, on the deep 
Stretched like a promontory, sleeps or swims, 
And seems a moving land; and at his gills 
Draws in, and at his trunk, spouts out a sea.” 
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MALEK AMONG [TCEBERGS 


Benjamin Russell made a number of water colors of whale 
ships in the Arctic cruising in search of their prey, as will be 
seen on other pages. ‘The worst disaster befell a fleet of thirty- 
four whale ships that were caught in 1871 in the ice at Point 
Belcher, all being a total loss. A second misfortune occurred in 
Arctic waters in 1876 when twelve of a total of twenty vessels 
had to be abandoned. 

In 1775 the captain of the whaler Greenland came upon a 
vessel which had been frozen in the Arctic ice for thirteen years, 
with nothing but corpses remaining. 

Arctic whaling was, of course, full of hazards, and not only 
American whalers but the English and others suffered many 
casualties. 
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maeNG OUL IN THE NIGHT 


‘“Trying out”’ had to be done as soon as the whale had been 
captured to insure against losing him and also to waste no time. 
In a rough sea this was a difficult task. he cutting stage on 
American vessels was on the starboard side, while on English 
whalers it was set up on the port quarter. An exact replica of 
a ‘Try Works”’ is an unusual object of interest to be seen in the 
attractive Nantucket Whaling Museum. 

We might introduce here a statement from “‘Barzy Mack’s 
Biology,’ quoted also in Herman Melville’s “Moby Dick:”’ 
‘““Whales has feelin’s as well as anybody. They don’t like to be 
stuck in the gizzards an’ hauled alongside, an’ cut in, an’ tried 
out in those here boilers no more’n [ do!”’ 

One whaleman, apparently also an especially good cook, 
is said to have remarked that excellent doughnuts can be made 
of whale Liubber. Shakespeare referred to whale oil in these 
terms: ‘The sovereign’st thing on earth was ‘parmaceti for an 
inward bruise.’ Ambergris was, of course, the special prize. 
Although part of the bowels of a sick whale, it is related that it 
was of special value in reviving fainting ladies at long court 
receptions. Another article much sought after was whale milk 
which was said to be good on strawberries when cream was not 
available. ‘The tongue, in the Middle Ages, was in some coun- 
tries a great table delicacy. It was also prized as a perfume and 
sometimes in cooking, as a spice, according to one writer. 
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Mare VOYAGE NEARLY ENDED 


showing in the distance, at right, No Man’s Land situated off 
Gay Head, the Indian settlement on Martha’s Vineyard, and 
at the left, Gay Head itself. ‘Those on board are doubtless look- 
ing forward to getting home as the voyages often lasted from 
two to four years. One captain forgot to kiss his wife on depart- 
ing and when chaffed later on having neglected this customary 
act of devotion, he is said to have remarked in his defense, 
“Well, we expected to be gone only two years.” 
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His cheerful reply was 


was asked what luck he had. 


whales, but we had a damn good sail.” 


ing port a certain captain 


, the whaler’s captain tried to make the best of an unprofitable cruise and as an example th 
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Presumably after an unsuccessful search 


story has been told. 
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